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eye in our possession (invocations of the Archangel Gabriel
against " that light and vile daughter of perdition " with
power to send it away " into the desolate land, where cocks
crow not and foot of beast treads not, there to walk up and
down in dry places, seeking rest and finding none ") yet
we felt on the whole that it would not be proper to use these,
and the deputation had to go away disappointed.*
Once, on a journey, we have known surgical aid demanded
in rather menacing fashion. We had halted by a spring,
when a party of Kurds, all fully armed of course, turned
up from the opposite direction, and demanded of our
servant who and what we might be. Hearing that we were
English, the leader strode over to us at once, displayed a
paralysed arm, and observed, " You have got to cure that."
"That is quite beyond our power, we fear," said we,
" you must take that to the hospital in Mosul."
" Well you know, I think you ought to cure it; because
you did it."
" We did it ?   We never set eyes on you before."
" Well, if it was not you, it was your Consul; but you
English are all one set. He did it when he was shooting at
us."
Our friend was, as we then understood, one of the gang who
had, a few years previously, attacked a British Consul in this
neighbourhood.! There had been a pretty sharp skirmish,
of which this gentleman bore the token in a bullet that had
cut the sinews of his right arm. The Consul gained great
kudos in the affair ; for he not only beat off his assailants,
* " Books of remedies " and collections of charms like the one referred
to are often found among the Nestorians, and the substance of them is
often of almost incredible antiquity. The writer once translated some
specimens he had selected to a friend learned in Assyriology and found
that they were essentially identical with the charms on the oldest of the
Babylonian tablets. A substratum of the oldest faith of the land has
survived all the changes of seven thousand years.
f The incident occurred in 1901 or 1902. The officer concerned was
Captain Maunsell, R.A., then British Vice-Consul at Van. The English
" Apostles " do not usually carry arms. It might answer if they could
be sure of disabling an assailant; for then he would come to be doctored,
and amicable relations would be re-established. But to kill him would
start a blood feud, and to miss him would be worst of all. The vacwtts
viator is safer than one who carries such a valuable prize as an English
gun.